




Selfless Jack

As his Bar Mitzvah approached in
March, Jack Lewittes, a 7th grade
student at the Ramaz school in New

York City, decided he had to do something
different. Knowing that he lives a good life
and is well provided for, he followed in the
footsteps of his older brother Josh, and
made the commitment to make a differ-
ence in other children’s lives. So instead
of gifts, Jack asked that family and friends
donate to a charity of his choice.

After spending much time in Israel
with his family for Passover, Sukkot, and
in summer camp, he felt that his efforts
should focus on helping the children of
Israel. But how?

He recalled a car ride his
family took on a recent trip from
Eilat to Tel Aviv. On the way,
they stopped in Beersheva, and
Jack couldn’t help but notice
the poor conditions the children
of the city, mostly immigrants,
were living in. Jane and Michael
Lewittes, Jack’s parents and
longtime AMIT members, told
their son about the ten AMIT
schools in the city.

When it came time to decide on a char-
itable cause, Jack remembered the chil-
dren of Beersheva. He combined his love
for sports and science, and decided that
his tzedaka project would go towards
building a new basketball court at the

AMIT Junior and Senior High
School and a science laboratory
at AMIT Or Hammer Elementary
School.

To date, Jack’s Bar Mitzvah
has raised approximately
$40,000, and as more funds
come in, the day these struc-
tures will be built gets closer.
Jane Lewittes believes that this
sort of occasion provides an

impetus for giving. “I really believe that
people were more generous in their gift-
ing because it was a charitable cause.”
The Lewittes family hopes that Jack’s
generosity can serve as an example to
other children, of how they can help their
peers in Israel.

Twin Billing

Cousins Danielle Fishbein
and Augusta Greenbaum
shared their Bnot Mitzvah

in a very special way with the
children of AMIT. This past win-
ter, the girls participated in a Bat
Mitzvah Twinning with two girls
from AMIT Tzemach HaSadeh
Elementary School in Ma’ale
Adumim. Danielle was paired
with Shiran Mualem, and Augusta with
Lior Kriger, both sixth grade students. The
girls hit it off immediately, as they real-
ized that though they live continents
apart, they still share much in common.

The girls celebrated with the entire
sixth grade class at Tzemach HaSadeh.
The families were brought to the music
room where they were serenaded by the
school choir. This room served as an

appropriately poignant location, as it was
recently dedicated by Danielle’s late
grandmother, Myrna Fishbein, z”l, in
honor of her husband and Danielle’s
grandfather, Eli Fishbein, z”l. During the
performance, Danielle got so caught up in
the excitement that she joined the choir
on stage to sing a few songs. Afterwards,
the Bat Mitzvah girls blew out their spe-
cial “Mazal Tov” cakes, which they shared

with the rest of the class.
The nachas-filled families mingled with

the very friendly children and teachers
from the school before taking a tour of the
newly dedicated Stanley and Ellen
Wasserman Junior and Senior High School. 

Danielle and Augusta left Israel with
memories they will always cherish. They
also left knowing that they had many
new friends halfway around the world.
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Bar Mitzvah boy 
Jack Lewittes 

Spreading the Mazal Tov
By Josh Binstock

The Fishbein and Greenbaum families
(l to r): Lior Kriger, Augusta Greenbaum,

Danielle Fishbein and Shiran Mualem 
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AMIT Annual Spring Luncheon

Pictured (l to r): Regional honoree Harriet Kaplan,
Joel Kaplan, and Fay Gerber

Pictured (l to r): Flora Steinberg, regional honoree
Tina Machnikoff, and Risa Fogel

Lois Lustig and Rona Kellman,
Spring Luncheon co- chairs

Regional honoree Miriam Rich (seated), and her family Ellen Koplow

The majestic and ornate Gotham Hall NYC was the
setting for this year’s AMIT Annual Spring Luncheon.
Over 200 AMIT members filled the elegant ballroom

to pay tribute to regional honorees, Harriet Kaplan, Tina
Machnikoff and Miriam Rich. 

AMIT President Dr. Francine Stein’s opening
remarks were given in memory of Selma Goodstein,
z”l, the mother of Regional Vice President, Ellen
Koplow. The Dvar Torah was delivered by Rebetzin
Audrey Lookstein and the keynote speaker, 
Gary Rosenblatt, editor and publisher of The
Jewish Week, spoke eloquently on the current
situation in Israel.
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Gary Rosenblatt, Editor and
Publisher, The Jewish Week
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This past May, over 500 people dis-
played their enthusiasm and soli-
darity by participating in the Family

Walk-A-Thon for Sderot. Sponsored by
the Stella K. Abraham School for Girls, in
partnership with the HALB Elementary
School, the walk took place along the
boardwalk in Long Beach, N.Y.  All the
proceeds went to AMIT Haroe Elementary
School in Sderot.  

Following an inspiring presentation
about the plight of the residents of
Sderot, students at SKA were eager to do
something to help. The girls were partic-
ularly moved by the thought of children
who could not play outside, fearing the
Kassam rockets being fired regularly

from nearby Gaza. The idea was generat-
ed to create a walk-a-thon that would
raise money to build a protected play-
ground for a school in Sderot.

After many weeks of hard work, the
day finally arrived – and what a beautiful
day it was. Students, family, faculty from
SKA and HALB, and residents of the Five
Towns community walked as one. A sea of

red bandanas pledging support for the
people of Sderot could be seen for over a
mile, creating an incredible feeling of
camaraderie. 

The students were overjoyed to see
the fruits of their labor translate into
such an enormous success. They reached
their goal and raised the money to build
the protected playground. 

Pictured (l to r): Francine Stein, 
Miriam Rich, Adena Kurlander, 
Zehava Atlas, Eta Fogel, 
Daniella Muller, Tina Machnikoff, 
Flora Steinberg, Risa Fogel, 
Harriet Kaplan and Arnold Gerson

Pictured (l to r): Ina Tropper, Myra Mitzner, co-chair Spring Luncheon
Journal, and Mindy Liebman, chair, Board of Directors

Director General of AMIT Dr. Amnon Eldar and 
Barbara Rascoff, Spring Luncheon chair

Brenda Kalter, vice president,
Financial Resource Development

SKA/HALB Walk-A-Thon For Sderot

For expanded coverage
of this event, log onto
www.amitchildren.org.
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Let’s Get Digital
Upcoming 

Events
Calendar

Tuesday, July 8, 2008
Chicago New Generation

Event
Architectural Cruise

Chicago, IL
Please contact Beth Gottesman at 

847-677- 3800 or bethg@amitchildren.org

Tuesday, July 29, 2008
President’s Circle Donor

Recognition Event
At the home of 

Dr. Miriam and Felix Glaubach
Great Neck, NY

Please contact Robin Rothbort at 
212-477-4725 or robinr@amitchildren.org

Sunday, September 14, 2007
Young Leadership 

Black & White Gala
Metropolitan Pavilion, New York City

Please contact Amy Oppenheim at 
212-477-1207 or amyo@amitchildren.org

Saturday, November 15, 2008
Talking Trivia with

Entertainer 
Morgan White, Jr.

A New Generation event open to all
Boston, MA

Please contact Rana Rapaport at 
508-870-1571 or amitboston@charter.net

In recent months, four families
devoted to the children of AMIT
focused their tzedaka on bringing

several schools up-to-date in the digital
world. Three schools in Beersheva and
one in Beit Shemesh will continue to

have state-of-the-art computer rooms
thanks to the generosity of the Silver,
Kutoff, Rudoff and Hendel families. 

After dedicating an entire school to
the memory of their family matriarch,
the Silver family decided to go a step
further. Walter Silver and his family
dedicated a computer room in memory
of his late wife at the school which
bears her name, Beersheva’s AMIT
Elaine Silver Technological High
School. 

The giving doesn’t end there. This
past winter, Evelyn Kraut, daughter of
Walter and Elaine Silver, hosted a
women’s shiur in her mother’s memory.
Even in blizzard conditions, a large
number of people trekked through the
snow to Evelyn’s house in Fairlawn, New
Jersey, to show their support for AMIT. 

The girls at The Dina and Moses
Dyckman Ulpanat AMIT in Beersheva
have a spacious newly-dedicated com-

puter lab thanks to the Kutoff family.
The Kutoffs are also the proud bene-
factors of the Aron Kodesh, which they
dedicated at the AMIT Nordlicht
Religious Technological High School
in Jerusalem. These dedications are a

culmination of the fami-
ly’s long-term relation-
ship with AMIT.

Several members from
the younger generation of
the Rudoff family are
either currently attending
Ulpanat AMIT Noga in Bet
Shemesh, or will do so in
the near future. What bet-
ter way for the Rudoffs to
benefit the children of
their family and honor

their parents, grandparents and great-
grandparents, who were strong sup-
porters of Israel and Jewish education,
than by dedicating a digital classroom.

Perl Hendel’s family shares an imme-
diate attachment to an AMIT school.
Five of Perl’s granddaughters are grad-
uates of the AMIT Rambam Elementary
School in Beersheva. For that reason,
her daughters, Amy Hendel Bassan and
Bonnie Hendel Besdin recently hon-
ored their mother’s memory by dedi-
cating a computer lab at the school.
Perl was always committed to working
for the children of AMIT, and her
daughters made this dedication know-
ing that the computer lab would make
her proud. 

Generations of AMIT students will
study in these computer rooms, enhanc-
ing their educational experience and
ensuring their academic success. 

—Josh Binstock
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Spanning AMIT World

Bala Cynwyd, PA: Lower Merion Synagogue played
host to the AMIT Philadelphia Council/Shira Chapter
Annual Scholarship Dinner. Chaired by Linda and Norman
Garfield, Judy and Mark Tykocinski, and Mona and Marc
Yudkoff, the event was held in honor of Rita Lourie
Galena, while Rachel and Jonathan Kops received the
Young Leadership Award. AMIT President Dr. Francine
Stein delivered the keynote address.

Pictured (l-r): Young Leadership Award winners Jonathan and Rachel Kops, 
AMIT President Dr. Francine Stein, Honoree Rita Lourie Galena 

AMIT REGIONAL OFFICES: Baltimore: 7707 Grasty Road, Pikesville, MD 21208 Tel: 410-484-2223, e-mail: robbiep@amitchildren.org; Boston: 7 Brady Road,
Westborough, MA 01581  Tel: 508-870-1571, e-mail: amitboston@charter.net; Chicago: 3856 B West Oakton, Skokie, IL 60076  Tel: 847-677-3800  Fax: 847-982-0057, e-mail:
amitchicago@amitchildren.org; Cleveland: 2195 South Green Road, University Heights, OH 44121 Tel: 216-382-4441, e-mail: amitcleveland@amitchildren.org; Florida: 16499
N.E. 19th Ave., #216, N. Miami Beach, FL 33162  Tel: 305-949-6000  Fax: 305-949-1639, e-mail: amitfla@bellsouth.net; Los Angeles: 1122 S. Robertson Blvd., #9, Los Angeles,
CA 90035  Tel: 310-859-4885 Fax: 310-859-4875, e-mail: aaronr@amitchildren.org;  Philadelphia: P.O. Box 342, Wynnewood, PA 19096  Tel: 410-484-2223, e-mail:
robbiep@amitchildren.org; San Francisco: 1851 Noriega Street, San Francisco, CA 94122  Tel: 415-664-6309, e-mail: avab@amitchildren.org

Rehovot, Israel: The beginning of
spring in Israel was the perfect time for
Judy and Ronny Aronson to dedicate a
garden at the AMIT Gould Junior and
Senior High School for Girls in Rehovot.
The beautiful garden was dedicated in
honor of Judy’s parents Ruth and Morris
Zellner, z”l. Ruth Zellner was a longtime
member of AMIT and served as chair of
the Florida Council for many years. The
city served as a special location, as the
Aronson’s daughter, Abby Sternlicht,
made aliyah and lives in Rehovot.

Pictured: Judy (l) and Ronny Aronson
(second from right) with their children
and grandchildren at the garden which
they dedicated in Rehovot.

West Orange, NJ: The Alisa/West Orange/Essex
County Chapter of AMIT held its annual Purim Basket
Project this past March. Chaired by Deborah Rinn and
Yonit Felderman, the project raised $38,000. Chapter Co-
President Ann Dershowitz says, “It was a lot of work, but
VERY worth it.”

Pictured (l-r): Marcia Schoppik, Debbie Buechler, 
Pnina Popack, Co-President Cheryl Munk, Co-President
Ann Dershowitz, Basket Co-Chair Yonit Felderman,
Cynthia Kestenbaum, Basket Co-Chair Deborah Rinn
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Pictured: The Ra’anana Event Committee

Baltimore, MD: This past March, the AMIT Sarah
Ribakow/Tikvah Chapter held its Annual Youth Aliyah
Luncheon at the Royal Kosher Restaurant in Baltimore. Dr.
Russell Hendel was honored at the successful event. 

Pictured (l-r): Rabbi Elan Adler, Dr. Russell Hendel, 
Rabbi Chaim Landau, Rabbi Mitchell S. Ackerson

Ra’anana, Israel: This past winter, over 120 people crowded into a private home in Ra’anana to show
their support for the children of Sderot. The guests, most of them new to AMIT, mingled and enjoyed a
delicious buffet before gathering in the garden for the night’s presentation. 
Judith Schwed-Lion began the evening by painting a picture of life in Sderot, how the children live anx-
ious lives, nervously waiting for the next Kassam rocket to fall. Rabbi Arie Maimon, regional director of
the AMIT schools in Sderot, provided the night’s emotional peak. Rabbi Maimon explained to the audience
that he had come straight from a hospital in Jerusalem, where he was visiting the 14 year-old son of a
Sderot principal, who had been shot in the attacks at Merkaz HaRav Yeshiva. Ironically, the boy was sent
to Jerusalem to escape the dangers in Sderot.
The guests were shown a short film, “Two Weeks in May,” documenting a period when 293 Kassam rockets
hit Sderot. Then they were instructed to leave and re-enter the house in just 15 seconds. This simulated
what the residents of Sderot go through every time they hear the warning siren and must seek shelter.
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$100,000+
Ellen and Meyer Koplow, NY

Barbara and Jules Nordlicht, NY
Dahlia Kalter Nordlicht and 

Meir Nordlicht, NY
Robyn Price Stonehill and 

David Stonehill, NY
Ellen and Stanley Wasserman, NY

$50,000–$99,999
Joan and Shael Bellows, IL

Hadassah and Marvin Bienenfeld, NY
Chaiki and Ziel Feldman, NJ
Lillian and Elliot Hahn, FL
Ingeborg Petranker, CA

Joseph Sprung, NY

$36,000–$49,999
Mollie Baller, FL

Marilyn and Jack Belz, TN
Zelda and Solomon Berger, NY
Suzanne and Jacob Doft, NY

Stanley Goldfarb, FL
Debbie and David Isaac, NY
Michele and Ben Jacobs, NY

Blanche and Joseph Renov, Israel
Harriet and Heshe Seif, NJ

$25,000–$35,999
Thelma and Harvey Berger, MA
Brenda and Albert Kalter, NY
Gitta and Richard Koppel, NY

Ann and David Kupperman, NY
Seryl and Charles Kushner Family 

Foundation, NJ
Millie and Lawrence Magid, NY

Micheline and Marc Ratzersdorfer, Israel
Joyce and Daniel Straus, NJ

$18,000–$24,999
Nicole Schreiber Agus and Raanan Agus, NY

Sara Beren, OH
Sherry and Neil Cohen, NY

Adina and Marc Dolfman, NY
Jewel and Ted Edelman, NY

Selma Ettenberg, FL
Pnina and Jacob Graff, CA

Marsha and Samuel Nevel, FL
Gertrude Schneider, z”l, FL

Adina Straus, NY

AMIT • BUILD
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An Invitation To Join Me In 

President’s Circle
As a parent, a developmental pediatrician, and a third
generation member of an AMIT family, my heart belongs to
children.  Many of the 20,000 AMIT children in Israel do not
have the advantages our own families enjoy and which we
may easily take for granted.

President’s Circle gifts provide the foundation upon which our
network of schools is built.  These annual gifts are the sustaining
funds that we rely on to send to Israel and are vital for
continuing all aspects of our excellent AMIT programs.  We
want to guarantee our mission of nurturing Israel’s children
in their love of country, strong values and academic excellence.
As a member of President’s Circle, your annual donation ensures
Israel’s future by providing these opportunities.

All successful endeavors require a strong foundation.  Please
join me.  The circle will not be complete without you.

Co-Chairs:  Audrey Lookstein and Barbara Rascoff

For further information regarding 
President’s Circle, please call Robin Rothbort 

at 212-477-4725, 1-800-989-AMIT, or 
email robinr@amitchildren.org.

AMIT Spring 2008



$10,000–$17,999

$5,000–$9,999
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Anonymous, USA
Joseph Anmuth, CA
Jonathan Art, NY

Dahlia and Arthur Bilger, CA
Evelyn and Isaac Blachor, NY

Marion Crespi, NY
Selma and Jacob Dyckman, NY
Theresa and Michael Foley, NY
Lena and Richard Harris, NY

Russell Jay Hendel, MD
Jesse Heyman, FL

Norma and Emanuel Holzer, NY

Rona and Ira Kellman, NY
Amy and Todd Kesselman, NY
Sylvia and Leon Korngold, NY

Sarah Liron and Sheldon Kahn, CA
Mindy and Seymour Liebman, NY

Lauren and Ezra Merkin, NY
Sharon and Solomon Merkin, NJ

Debbie and Samuel Moed, NJ
Marilyn and Leon Moed, NY

Judith and Daniel Ottensoser, NY
Lauren and Mitchell Presser, NY

Barbara and Joel Rascoff, NY

Sheri and Stanley Raskas, NY
Amy and Larry Robbins, NY

Jan and Sheldon Schechter, NY
Charlotte Schneierson, NY

Elaine and Saul Schreiber, AZ
Rita and Eugene Schwalb, NJ
Sondra and Myron Sokal, NY
Francine and Aaron Stein, NJ

Shirley and Morris Trachten, FL
Ina and David Tropper, NY

Marcia and Lee Weinblatt, NJ
Paula Yudenfriend and Arlin Green, PA

Anonymous, Israel
Trudy and Ted Abramson, FL
Leah and Jonathan Adler, NJ
Ann and Hy Arbesfeld, NY
Lolly and Harris Bak, NY

Myra Balinson, CA
Rachel and Martin Balsam, NY

Yael Balsam, NY
Lee and Louis Benjamin, NY

Bea Berger, NJ
Daisy Berman, NY

Anne Bernstein, CA
Laurie Bilger and Eli Epstein, NY

Devorah and Melvyn Bleiberg, NY
Rose Blumenthal, NY

Linda and Arthur Brainson, NY
Sari and Stuart Braunstein, NY

Ethlynne and Stephen Brickman, MA
Adele and Jules Brody, NY

Laurie and Eli Bryk, NY
Lois and Michael Burak, NY
Carol and Arnold Caviar, KS

Margaret and Chaim Charytan, NY
Beth Chiger, NY

Trina and Paul Cleeman, NY
Craig Cohen, NY

Florence Cohen, NY
Shelley and Leeber Cohen, NY
Shevi and Milton Cohen, NY
Kristina Reiko Cooper and 

Len Rosen, Israel
Shele and Roderick Covlin, NY

Peggy and Philip Danishefsky, NJ
Debra and Marc Dubroff, NJ
Hattie and Arthur Dubroff, NJ

Sherry and Aaron Eidelman, NY
Danielle and Ronald Ellis, MA
Ilse and George, z”l, Falk, NY
Vivian and Bernard Falk, NY

Ruth and Gene Fax, MA
Sherry Frankel, TX

Susan and Arthur Fried, Israel
Lilly and Alfred Friedman, NY

Rena and Michael Friedman, IL

Karen and Dror Futter, NJ
Shifra and Perry Garber, NY

Esther and Arnold Gerson, NY
Miriam and Felix Glaubach, NY
Ilana and Stuart Goldberg, NJ

Paulette and Max Goldberg, NY
Esther and Jack Goldman, NY
Frona and Alan Goldman, FL

Louis Gordon, TX
Judith Gross, France

Sharon and Melvin Gross, NY
Phyllis and Michael Hammer, MA

Felicia Hanfling, NY
Debbie and Robert Hartman, IL
Laura and Jonathan Heller, NY

Mildred and Alvin Hellerstein, NY
Debbie and Eddie Herbst, CA
Gail and Larry Horowitz, NY

Aviva and Fred Hoschander, NY
Peggy and Robert Insel, NY

Elaine and Robert Jacobs, NY
Malky and Bezalel Jacobs, NY

Suzanne and Norman Javitt, NY
Barbara and Manfred Joseph, NY

Ilana and Mitchell Kahn, NY
Robin and Simon Kahn, Israel
Danna and Gilad Kalter, NY

Ruth and Jerome Kamerman, NY
Ruth and William Kantrowitz, NY

Harriet and Joel Kaplan, NY
Anna Kessler, FL

Rochelle Stern Kevelson, NY
Tobi and Joel Klein, NY

Liz and Ben Klibanoff, NJ
Laurie and Robert Koppel, NY

Jessica and Laizer Kornwasser, NJ
Ruth and Daniel Krasner, NY

Rochelle and Seymour Kraut, MA
Dorothy Kreiselman, NY
Yael and Alan Laifer, NY

Esther and Stanley Landsman, NY
Francine and Alvin Lashinsky, NY

Adele Lassar, NY
Sylvia and Norman Levine, FL

Dorothy and Robert Lewis, NY
Jane Dauber Lewittes and 

Michael Lewittes, NY
Leora Mogilner Linhart and 

Richard Linhart, NY
Audrey and Haskel Lookstein, NY

Gershona Maden, NY
Aliza and Steven Major, NY

Zipporah and Arnold Marans, NY
Etella and Haim Marcovici, NY
Meira and Solomon Max, NY

Manette and Louis Mayberg, MD
Benay and Ira Meisels, NY
Joan and Leon Meyers, NY

Myra Mitzner, NY
Nancy and Andy Neff, NJ

Nataly and Steven Neuwirth, NY
Gloria and Burton Nusbacher, NY

Reva and Martin Oliner, NY
Elissa Shay Ordan and 

Daniel Ordan, NY
Naava and Jeffrey Parker, NJ

Bea and Irwin Peyser, NY
Suzy and Paul Peyser, NY

Vicki Deutsch Platt and Jerry Platt, NY
Esther and Donald Press, NY

Evelyn Reichenthal, TX
Sheila and Sidney Rimmer, NY

Shelley Rindner, NY
Vivian and Solomon Rosen, FL

Miriam and Howard Rosenblum, NJ
Saundra and Max Rothenberg, FL

Maks Rothstein, NY
Joan Rubin, CA

Augusta, z”l and Herbert Rudnick, NY
Stephanie and George Saks, FL

Ellen and David, z”l, Scheinfeld, NY
Diana and Seymour,z”l, Schiowitz, Israel

Esther and William Schulder, NJ
Erica and Rob Schwartz, NY

Mali and Steven Schwartz, NJ
Mollie Siegel, NJ

Deanne and Leonard Shapiro, NY
Judy and Isaac Sherman, NY

Chana and Daniel Shields, NJ
Deena and Adam Shiff, NY

Jane and Joel Shiff, NY
Nechi Shudofsky, NY

Karen and Roy Simon, NY
Ruth Simon, NY

Ronnie and William Slochowsky, NY
Lorraine and Mordy Sohn, NY

Sara and Gabriel Solomon, MD
Sheryle and Theodore Spar, NY
Sydelle and Manny Spero, OH
Rena and Bruce Spinowitz, NY

Kaaren Staschower, CA
Shirley and Bruce Stein, TX
Trudy and Stanley Stern, NY

Deborah Stern-Blumenthal and 
Michael Blumenthal, NJ

Helen Stoll, NY
Zahava and Moshael Straus, NJ

Bethia Straus-Quintas and Paul Quintas, IL
Sandra and Israel Teitelbaum, MD

Lilly Tempelsman, NY
Audrey and Chaim Trachtman, NY

Bertie and Fred Tryfus, NY
Marisa Tuchinsky, NY

Judith and Morris Tuchman, NY
Vicki and Michael Turek, NY
Audrey and Max Wagner, NY

Stephen Waldner, NY
Suzanne and Stuart Weilgus, NY

Meryl and Alexander Weingarten, NY
Tova and Howard Weiser, NJ

Judy and Morry Weiss/Sapirstein-Stone-
Weiss Foundation, OH

Marion and William Weiss, NJ
Roselyn and Walter Weitzner, NY

Joyce and Jeremy Wertheimer, MA
Phyllis Wind, NY

Marilyn and Noah Wolff, IL
Stella and Samy Ymar, MD

Hilde and Benjamin Zauderer, NY
Esther and Dov Zeidman, NY

Tamar and Benjamin Zeltser, NY
Helene and Gerald Zisholtz, NY
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